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hile on a stroll with their children in the autumn of 

2020, Courtney and Paul Williams came across the 

not-yet-developed Langdon Cove in their Reunion 

neighborhood in Madison. With leaves falling from 

the oak trees, the couple was struck by the sprawling 

private acreage tucked into their resort-like community. Nestled with-

in a gated cul-de-sac, four expansive properties, each spanning near-

ly four acres, rested just moments away from Reunion Country Club. 

Drawn to the idyllic setting, the couple eagerly selected their lot and 

soon inspired friends to join them as neighbors. 

As the couple set out to assemble a creative team to build their 

dream home, they carefully chose professionals deeply passionate 

about their craft, starting with interior designer Hathaway Holmes, 

who at the time worked with SummerHouse in Ridgeland. Having 

previously assisted Courtney’s mother in her own residence, Holmes 

took on the role, and she and Williams devoted time to building a gen-

uine connection and understanding of one another. “Hiring an inte-

rior designer is much like going on a date; it is essential to ensure that 

the chemistry is right for both parties,” Holmes notes. “From there, 

it evolves into a partnership involving the designer, architect, and—

most importantly—the builder.” 

W

TOP AND BOTTOM: The exterior of the home is 
a display of timeless elegance. Gas lanterns craft-
ed by Bevolo in New Orleans and landscaping by 
Green Oak add layers of texture. Arched breeze-
ways filled with intricate trim-work allow for a 
unique view from one space into another.
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Will Ballou, an architect known for his precision and me-

ticulous approach, was the designer’s and couple’s clear �rst 

choice to draft plans for a home tailored to the family’s needs. 

Once the designs were complete, Barry Woodward of Augusta 

Construction was selected as the builder to bring their vision 

to life. “WOODWARD’S ATTENTION TO DETAIL AND THE 

CALIBER OF HIS TEAM CONFIRMED TO ME THAT THE WIL-

LIAMSES HAD ASSEMBLED THE PERFECT DREAM TEAM,” 

Holmes adds. Michael Gibson, with whom Courtney and Paul 

had collaborated previously, served as the landscape archi-

tect, while Ron Carroll of Carroll Landscape brought to life the 

plans Gibson envisioned.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: The effortless flow from the living space 
into the breakfast room is ideal for entertaining. Holmes prioritized using 
durable fabrics without compromising on design. “While the living room 
looks formal, having the two ottomans connected to the blue chairs allow 
you to kick up your feet and watch television with a wood-burning fire,” 
Williams notes. Through their travels, the Williams family has acquired 
beautiful collections of artwork and clocks, including an antique grand-
father clock from Carmel, California, which is displayed in the breakfast 
room. 

“HIRING AN INTERIOR DESIGNER               

IS MUCH LIKE GOING ON A DATE—              

it is essential to ensure that the

chemistry is right for both parties.”

-HATHAWAY HOLMES
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Over the next few years, the team poured 

their expertise into every detail, working tireless-

ly to design and construct the perfect home that 

would ful�ll the Williams family’s dream. THE 

EXTERIOR OF THE HOME DISPLAYS TIMELESS 

ELEGANCE, BLENDING CLASSIC SIMPLICITY 

AND TRADITIONAL CHARM WITH A TOUCH 

OF MODERN ELEGANCE. Rising two stories, the 

symmetrical brick residence is adorned with a 

layer of white stucco and accented by crisp white 

shutters. Sleek black steel doors add sophistica-

tion without overwhelming the home’s classic 

charm. �e roof features ridge tiles and is �nished 

in a synthetic slate, providing a striking contrast 

against the white stucco. Two limestone-capped 

chimneys, intentionally o�set from each other, 

add visual interest and quietly disrupt the home’s 

otherwise balanced symmetry. �oughtfully in-

corporated into Ballou’s design is a 200-year-old 

oak tree, covered in beautiful resurrection fern, 

serving as the centerpiece that anchors the entire 

property. 

“They desired a curated, yet 

elevated, interior that would also 

be welcoming for gatherings.”

-HATHAWAY HOLMES
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT: Holmes chose to use bolder colors in the smaller spaces. The office, just steps away from the soft hues of 
the living room, is enveloped in Benjamin Moore’s “Aegean Teal.” The desk is surrounded by custom shelving, adorned with accessories and 
collected art pieces. The man cave has evolved into a spot that everyone in the family enjoys. It features fridge drawers and a bar area right 
next to the seating section. Once termed “the man cave,” this family room now boasts a spacious sectional ideal for enjoying football games 
and hosting guests. Its easy access to the pool and backyard makes it the most popular area in the house. OPPOSITE, TOP AND BOTTOM: 
Williams was clear about her kitchen preferences, specifically requesting natural stone, which was used for the marble waterfall island, back-
splash, and countertops. Her wish-list also included an oversized island and two dishwashers. Natural light filters through café curtains, pro-
viding an added layer of texture to the space while a trio of glass pendants sparkle in the sunlight. The homeowner wanted a traditional look 
in the dining room and chose wood paneling with a high-gloss finish. Paired with an Oushak rug, Louis Philippe mirror, and antique chandelier, 
the space is ideal for intimate dinners with family and friends.

Upon entering the foyer, a stairway gracefully curves on the 

left, while an incredible view of the backyard pool area and the 

majestic oak tree beyond �lls the space with nature and color.

“Both parents are busy professionals, with children active-

ly involved in sports and cheerleading events,” Holmes notes. 

“�ey desired a curated, yet elevated, interior that would also 

be welcoming for gatherings—whether hosting rambunctious 

teenage boys or sophisticated professionals.” 

From the beginning, the designer engaged the family in dis-

cussions to identify their top priorities, resulting in a vision that 

emphasized both functionality and comfort. �e creation of a 

versatile home o�ce and a man cave more suited to the whole 

family became essential. To enhance the spaces, windows and 

doors were strategically highlighted as key architectural fea-

tures, allowing loads of natural light and connecting the inte-

riors to the outdoors. 

“My design approach is rooted in timelessness, and I aspire 

to create spaces that remain appealing and relevant for years, 

even decades, after completion,” Holmes states. “For Courtney, 

we aimed for a classic, yet fresh design integrated with contem-

porary elements—not overly traditional, but not modern either; 

a perfect blend.”  

JANUARY |  FEBRUARY 2026     229



�e designer adds that the homeowner was not afraid 

of utilizing bold color in her home, and the two initially 

considered dramatic, moody paint colors for every wall. 

Instead, they opted to paint the larger areas, in which the 

natural views became the main color source, a soft white, 

while pouring bolder hues into the smaller, more intimate 

spaces to create a greater impact. With textural elements, 

Holmes installed simple yet re�ned furnishings through-

out the home, incorporating performance materials with-

out compromising design. “I strive to engage all four sens-

es in my design, utilizing a combination of metal, wood, 

and various fabrics to elevate the human experience. 

EACH SPACE NEEDS AN UNEXPECTED ELEMENT—

SOMETHING CONVERSATIONAL—WHETHER IT IS A 

PIECE OF ART, AN ANTIQUE, OR A FOUND OBJECT 

FROM A CLIENT’S TRAVELS,” the designer adds. 

Although the foundation of the space projects a dis-

tinctly formal ambiance, it is the homeowners’ curated 

collections of art and accessories, along with the thought-

ful and imaginative way the designer showcases them, 

that truly �ll the home with character and individuality. 

Blending antiques with more contemporary pieces infus-

es the home with a warm, welcoming atmosphere, captur-

ing the inviting feel Williams envisioned. 
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�ese personalized spaces extend to the outdoors, fea-

turing beautifully landscaped garden areas and a pool area 

complete with a cabana, all designed by Gibson. Woodward 

created an entrance to the kitchen garden to �t Williams’ 

inspiration. Upon entering the custom gates, a display of 

colorful �owers, alongside herbs and vegetables, �lls the 

private garden, which is steps from the kitchen. Transition-

ing to the pool area, the use of FireRock in place of tradi-

tional concrete blends the outdoors with the interior living 

spaces. Steps away, the cabana o�ers a space where guests 

can unwind in style and is ideal for the Williamses to host 

friends for football games, outdoor dinners, or pool parties 

for the children.

Now calling Memphis home, Holmes leads her own 

�rm, Hathaway Atelier, which serves a diverse clientele 

throughout the Southern region and beyond. HER FOCUS 

REMAINS ON FORGING MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS 

WITH HER CLIENTS BY DEDICATING TIME TO TRULY UN-

DERSTANDING THEIR LIFESTYLES, SO SHE CAN BRING 

THEIR VISIONS TO LIFE. �is collaborative spirit extends 

to the creative teams of architects, craftsmen, and builders, 

who share in the challenge and delight of making dreams 

a reality. �e Williams residence showcases the magic that 

can unfold when creative minds unite. “Barry Woodward 

and Will Ballou, with their remarkable artistry, provided 

us with a stunning canvas to work with,” the designer re-

�ects. “�rough collaboration, we collectively created a 

very special space for the Williams.” �e residence stands 

as a testament to the power of collaboration, where passion 

and artistry blend seamlessly to create a home that is both 

personal and unforgettable. M

TOP AND BOTTOM: Steps from the main living spaces, the 
pool is a vision year-round. Designed by Michael Gibson and ex-
ecuted by CPS Pools. Through the unique entrance, the kitchen 
garden is a favorite space that is constantly evolving consider-
ing the season. OPPOSITE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: The 
master bedroom is appointed with classic furnishings that blend 
antiques with contemporary pieces. Refined textiles and curated 
accessories come together to create a harmonious balance be-
tween timeless charm and modern sophistication. The master 
bathroom boasts dark wood floors that offer a dramatic con-
trast to the serene space. Keeping with infusing color into the 
home’s smaller spaces, bathroom cabinets and walls are bathed 
in pink. Daughter Ella’s suite features a palette of neutral hues to 
create the foundation while soft pink accents add a little color.
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